PETITION TO THE HAITIAN PUBLIC AUTHORITIES FOR THE RECONSTRUCTION OF SAINT-ETIENNE/BAINET ROAD, RC1-NOV-2009

Ladies and Gentlemen, Haitian Governing Authorities,

By the present,

We, Friends, Allies and Descendants from natives of hereafter areas,

We Natives and Populations of the following areas and their surroundings:

Grand-Goâve, Danaud, Corail, Fond Jean Baptiste, Saint-Étienne, Trouin, Paulicienne, Gilbert, Gérard, Duny, Martel, Nan Plaque, Café Lompré, Dumay, Chérident, Picolet, Meyer, Thévenot, Hesse, Médisant, Raboteau, Fond Charles, Timonette, Nan Baptiste, Nan Réserve, Laferme, Dubillon, Nan Désir, Kavanach, Ti Simon, Ka Lapasse, Nan Morin, Fond Marseille, Nan Roy, Source Crabe, Goyavier, Nan Pâques, Ka Roy, Grand Bassin, Viala, Bois-Neuf-Maïs, La Pomponne, Tillapon,  Pilard, Jacquot, Meyac, Morne-à-Brûler, Fond Marseille, Ka Davy, 6ème Section, Clavry, Lamercy, Colinette, Nan Pal, Baudin, Lébeau, Roger, Bande Roche, Nan Ga, Blockhaus, La Vallée de Jacmel, Larevoir, Béjin, Baudin Jean-Pierre, Trou-Mahot,  Bainet, Brésilienne, Camp Pangnol, Venant, Dutète, Nan Moïse, Métayer, Chemin-à-Bœuf, Labiche, Carrefour Georges, Grisgris-Bois-de-Gauche, Chaumeil , Côtes de Fer…

WE USERS OF SAINT-ETIENNE/BAINET ROAD,

Presently LIVING in the mentioned-areas or other points of the Republic or abroad

ALL OF US, Victims of SAINT-ETIENNE/BAINET ROAD poor condition,

WE ARE PATRIOTICALLY GREETING you, and 

ARE REQUESTING your prompt, fraternal and patriotic intervention on SAINT-ETIENNE/BAINET ROAD in order to undertake and finish off its reconstruction, in the shortest technically possible time.

PHILOSOPHY AND PRINCIPLES OF THE PETITION

I. We think that constructing such a scale work, by virtue of its economic, legal and technical implications (cost, expropriation, right of passing, maintenance, canalization of slopes waters, etc.) is a mission that falls first to the Haitian Government. Nevertheless, the private Sector and citizens my make their contribution to it, under the Government authority.

II. The only goal of the present petitioners is the intervention of the rulers in order to meet a specific public interest need, namely the well-being and safety of all users of SAINT-ETIENNE/BAINET ROAD. Nobody has been forced to affix his/her name to the present petition or has been bestowed upon a favor in cash or in kind to do so. Nobody has been given permission to raise funds or collect any other goods on behalf of the petitioners or to make of their name a use other than the one indicated in the present request.

III. We do not associate our signing of the present petition to any ideological, organizational or confessional belonging. Subsequently, nobody has signed it or will sign it on behalf of a party, an organization or a confession.

IV. We do not aim at all, by signing this petition, at impeding-or opposing- other individual or collective steps, already in progress or to be taken, and meaning for obtaining the reconstruction of SAINT-ETIENNE/BAINET ROAD.

JUSTIFICATION OF OUR REQUEST

Ladies and Gentlemen, Authorities of our Country,

We base our SOS to you essentially on the following facts:

1. The permanent poor condition of SAINT-ETIENNE/BAINET ROAD;

2. The negative impacts of SAINT-ETIENNE/BAINET ROAD permanent bad condition;

3. The capital importance of SAINT-ETIENNE/BAINET ROAD
1) Permanent poor condition of SAINT-ETIENNE/BAINET ROAD

The servicing by vehicles of the country’s above-mentioned and southeast areas has always been through a beaten-earth, bumpy, winding and dangerous strip of road. In the past, the layout of this trip had totally depended on Nature’s caprices and on the itinerary chosen by the running waters and was, therefore, very changing. Moreover, vehicles that would run on it would have to force their way, in several places, through the very river bed and in the middle of masses of alluvial deposits and pebbles. It would go through Carrefour Fauché, Dampuce, Lavagne, Ka Charles, Duny, Gérard and Trouin where it forks, leading to Jacmel through Paulicienne waters and to Bainet via Bèf Mouri and Meyer.

Since the putting in service of Route de L’Amitié in 1976, travelers heading to Jacmel and surroundings have been safe from these traditional difficulties and dangers of the road. Resorting to Saint-Étienne/ Trouin, at the expense of Fauché-Trouin, has been a stopgap for travelers and drivers heading toward Bainet.  It has only allowed them to avoid the direct and often fatal fight with the waters (of Duny-Fauché’s gorge) very often in fury. It has not put an end to the traditional problems of impassable road and mass accident during rain, heavy drought and abundant harvest time. It has not neither solved the concerned populations’ isolation, transportation and communication problems.

2) Some major negative impacts of SAINT-ETIENNE/BAINET ROAD permanent bad condition

Among the numerous drawbacks, misfortunes and tragedies resulting from SAINT-ETIENNE/BAINET ROAD permanent poor condition, let us mention the following: 

a. Isolation of about 600.000 citizens;

b. Frequent and unexpected traffic interruptions on the journey during most of the accidents and after heavy showers or landslides in the heights of Saint-Étienne, So Kabrit or from elsewhere;

c. Rapid wearing out of vehicles running frequently on the said road and tendency of the drivers to quickly give up the journey;

d. Rarity of means of transport and tendency of the drivers who accept to brave difficulties and dangers on this road to overload their vehicles and overestimate the transportation fare;

e. Frequent and fatal accidents: Saint-Étienne-Trouin Section, particularly, remains a remarkable human lives and vehicles eater;

f. Numerous cases of sick people deceased as a result of the impossibility to get them a transport vehicle or to carry them in time to an hospital;

g. Enormous and regrettable waste of money, energy, livestock and especially of human lives and resources;

h. Fear and discouragement of numerous investors who admit the huge economic potential of these areas, but do not want to run the risk of going and investing there;

i. Comprehensible fear and refusal of children, grand-children and friends to the said areas’ natives to go, comeback or settle there;

j. A growing and deleterious lack of interest for these areas, or even their systematic abandonment by a lot of their sons and daughters living abroad or elsewhere in the country;

k. Loss of thousands of potential jobs and considerable and growing loss of earning for the concerned areas and the entire country in terms of infrastructure and on the economic and social plane.

3) Capital Importance of SAINT-ETIENNE/BAINET ROAD

a. Its strategic value
It directly connects Southeast and South, West and Southeast, West and South via Bainet, Côtes de Fer and Aquin (Carrefour 44)

Extending, starting from Blockhaus, La Vallée de Jacmel Road toward Bainet, it allows to go round the National #2, from Carrefour Dufort to Carrefour Dufort by travelling through Saint-Étienne, Trouin, Meyer, Baudin, Blockhaus, Bainet, Côtes de-Fer, Aquin and the #2 up to Carrefour Dufort. So, by sort of reconnecting to the National #2 in Aquin, SAINT-ETIENNE/BAINET ROAD allows transportation not only on the major part of Haiti Southeastern coasts but also it links the Southeast with the whole South, Les Nippes and Grand-Anse. Buckling La Route de L’Amitié, from Saint-Etienne to Saint-Etienne via Saint-Étienne, Blockhaus, La Vallée de Jacmel up to Saint-Étienne, it brings populations along its sides nearer to the far Southeast points of Haiti and far southwest points of Dominican Republic. SAINT-ETIENNE/BAINET ROAD will turn out to be even vital with the exploitation to come up one day of our undersea resources and of our country’s Southern and Southeastern coasts themselves. It will be of a not negligible importance for our maritime trading, particularly with the south of North America, Central America, the north of South America and the major part of the Lesser Antilles.
b. Its economic value
It opens to products of the concerned areas’ populations market through the whole country;
It allows the introduction, movement and marketing through the entire area it serves of goods coming from other places of the country;

It also makes easier transportation by land in case of sea export and import trading from harbors located in the Southeast.

It serves fertile areas mainly devoted to subsistence agriculture and commercial agriculture. It produces especially:

· Foodstuffs: cabbage, leek, thyme, parsley, beets, yams, potatoes, sweet potatoes, plantains, arrow-root, beans, peas, pigeons peas, maize, millet, squash, mushroom, avocado, mango, banana, orange, grapefruit, lemon, papaya, soursoup, pineapple, breadfruit, coffee, cocoa…

· Livestock and domestic or wild birds: cattle, caprinae (members of the goat family), sheep, pigs, equidae, gallinaceous birds, palmipeds…

· Industrial or handicrafts: hats, baskets, furniture, earthenware, sandpit and stone quarry, sea and river sand, limestone, lime, palm trees, coconut trees, sisal, calabash, castor oil, wood (oak, mahogany, cedar…), etc.

· Tea and medicinal and ornamental and floral plants: anise, basil, balm, mint, aloe vera, sage, vervain, Artemisia, semen-contra, opuntia (prickly pear cactus), rose, Ylang-Ylang, jasmine, sunflower…

· Many species of wild animals;

· Important metallic and non-metallic resources, etc. 

OUR EXPECTATION FROM HAITIAN AUTHORITIES

Ladies and Gentlemen, Haitian Authorities, 

It seems that constructing SAINT-ETIENNE/BAINET ROAD cannot be waiting any longer. Losses resulting from its old-age dilapidated state have been too numerous and too costly. Powerless, we have too often seen our loved ones die on this road or because of this road. We have too much lost and we are still losing too much, on the economic and social plane, as a result of the constant poor condition of this road.

Constructing SAINT-ETIENNE/BAINET ROAD, in compliance with proven environment and safety and durability-related techniques, is an urgent priority of the day. Direct interest and safety of about 600.000 Haitians are at stake. Everybody’s interest is at stake. The whole Nation’s Interest and safety are at stake.

We strongly and sincerely hope that your reaction to our request will be prompt and positive.

RENEWED PATRIOTIC REGARDS

Thank you in advance,

Once again, patriotically yours,
On behalf of the Petitioners, here are the two signatories:

___________________





   
_______________
Jean Milot Chavannes






Joseph Luc Rémy
The signatories’ list is attached to the present request.
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